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In commemoration of Darwin’s death, many 
publishers are promoting multi-authored books 
that explore the various facets of the theory of 
evolution. This one contains 22 reprints of 
previously published reviews, articles or notes, ar- 
ranged in 6 chapters, Each chapter opens with a 
brief introduction by John Maynard Smith, who 
also wrote the general introduction. The reprinted 
material is reset in small, uniform type. The con- 
tributions are not listed individually in the Con- 
tents, their titles do not appear at the top of the 
pages, and there is no way to locate a particular 
author or contribution other than running through 
the pages one by one. The marketing department 
of the publisher can be congratulated for this 
design, which will help promote the sales by con- 
cealing the technical nature of the book. 
The first chapter contains an article on the 
origins of life, extracted without its figures from 
Scientific American, followed by J.M. Smith’s 
panegyric which appeared as a News and Views in 
Nature. Chapter 2 contains two reviews on gene 
organization (movable elements, hemoglobin 
genes) plus two famous papers on ‘selfish DNA’. 
The third chapter, on the ‘puzzle of immunity’ 
reviews the organization of immunoglobulin genes, 
and gives a lesson of morality, at no cost, to two 
authors of irreproducible results. How much I 
would have appreciated the same criticisms to be 
addressed to more influential scientists! 
December 1982 
The next 140 pages contain more technical 
discussions of hot topics in population genetics: 
the cladistic vs the phenetic approach (ch. 4); 
gradualism and punctuated equilibria (ch. 5); the 
population genetics of behaviour (ch. 6). 
Historically, it is interesting to see how field studies 
are conducted, or h,ow scarce results can gain 
respectability thanks to the use of heavy statistics. 
But do the readers of FEBS Letters need to read I3 
pages to learn that there is a relationship between 
testis or body size and mating behaviour, or 
another 17 pages to convince themselves that squir- 
rels give alarm-calls to alert their relatives? 
The strange selection of the texts makes sense 
when one notices that more than half of them stem 
from a same source. Apparently, copyright reasons 
have dictated the choice above all other 
considerations. 
If the librarians need arguments to add this book 
to their evolution shelf, I may add that, densely 
packed as it is, it is particularly cheap, that it con- 
tains many worthy reviews, and that after all, 
many biologists are quite happy to look at things 
through the blindfolds provided by the News and 
Views of their favourite Journal. Otherwise John 
Maynard Smith did, in my opinion, a much better 
job in editing ‘The Evolution of adaptation by 
natural selection’ [see FEBS Lett. (1980) 120, 3061 
a book with the same scope as this one. 
Jacques Ninio 
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